# "Even at 25, you gotta start sometime."

**Abstract**: _This is a small beginning, small like the rest of my story._  
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[Jimmy Eat World - A Praise Chorus](https://open.spotify.com/track/5EKTox3LY2jBG4P0hp2fzb "Listen to 'Jimmy Eat World - A Praise Chorus' on Spotify")

With that title, I am already breaking rules: Never open with a quote. Do not use song lyrics in place of honest, textured emotion. But the sun is getting away from me, and it's been too long since I've written to nitpick now. What I need is a space to take notes, to paint over instead of erase the wrongs, to find my voice. This is a small beginning, small like the rest of my story. It could be one of the letters I compose in my head to the daughter Mom talks about raising when she was my age.